
Because God Can
Daniel 3

Because God can, it doesn't mean that God will protect us 
from tests that threaten our faith (1-7)

God can! He saved Daniel and his friends from the death 
sentence that King Nebuchadnezzar had imposed against them. 
He humbled the proud king's heart to recognize that God was the 
God of gods and Lord of kings. However, while God can, God did 
not force the king to respond to God as the One and Only God in 
his life. In fact, when King Nebuchadnezzar heard the news that 
God had given him about his kingdom being the golden head of 
the statue in his dream, the king responded by making his own 
great, golden statue and commanding all of the people in his 
kingdom to worship it! This was a problem. Daniel's friends had 
responded to God as the One and Only God in their lives, and this 
time the king's command threatened not only their lives but also 
their faith! While God could have protected them from this threat, 
He didn't. Just because God can doesn't mean that God will.
1. Read Acts 4:19-20. What does this verse remind us of when it 

comes to the choice of obedience between God and the 
authorities that we are called to obey on this earth?

2. What would have been the problem with Daniel's friends just 
bowing down with everyone else, but praying to and 
worshiping God in their hearts?

3. What are some ways that we might be tested today to 
compromise our witness for God at school or work or home or 
at the gym/health club?

Because God can, it doesn't mean that God will shield us 
from accusations that challenge us to defend our faith (8-15)

God could have given grace in the hearts of the 
Chaldeans. He could have shielded Daniel's friends from the 
accusations that would certainly call them to have to defend -- or 
deny -- their faith before the king. Daniel's friends were obeying 
God in the face of tremendous risk. Wouldn't God shield because 
of that? The answer was "no." God allowed the accusations to be 
made against Daniel's friends. God allowed their disobedience to 
the king's command to be discovered. God allowed them to be put 
in a position before King Nebuchadnezzar where they were going 
to be called out and called on to explain their actions based on 
their faith. God allowed them to be tested as to whether they 
would defend or deny their faith in Him. Daniel's friends were 
reminded that just because God can doesn't mean that God will.
1. Read Romans 8:28. Spend some time defining what "good" 

may mean in verse 28.
2. If God didn't protect Daniel's friends from this problem, there 

must have been a higher good for their lives than comfort and 
stress-free living. What could have been a higher good?

3. Have you ever been in a situation where you felt the challenge 
to either defend -- or deny -- your faith?

4. Pray for believers around the world who face this life or death 
challenge still today. Pray for strength for their faith.
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Because God can, it does mean that we can follow Him in 
faith, trusting that God will always do what He wants to do 
(16-18)

Daniel's friends pass the test! There's no need to discuss 
or debate with the king. For these believers, denying their God is 
not an option. He is the One that they serve above all other kings 
in their lives. For these believers, defending their faith is the only 
option for them. They tell the king that they will remain faithful to 
their God because He is the One who can save them. They tell the 
king that they will remain faithful to their God because in the end 
He will deliver them. They tell the king that they will remain faithful 
to their God because their lives are in His hands. Whether He will 
save them from the furnace or not is only up to Him, but they know 
that they serve the One and Only God who can. Because God can 
doesn't mean that God will, but it does mean that we can follow 
God in faith knowing that whatever comes is His Will!
1. Why is it so hard for us to not impose our "wants" onto God's 

"Will" even when we do believe that God can?
2. Read Matthew 6:10. What is the gift that Jesus gives us in 

understanding how to approach this want and will problem in 
our hearts?

3. Is there anything in your life that you're holding on to your 
wants and haven't submitted to God's Will?

4. Have a time of response, allowing the group to submit these 
things to God's Will in their lives, trusting that what He wants to 
do He will do.

Because God can, it does mean that He is able to save in a 
way that shows others that He is the God who can (19-30)

Because God can, when God's Will desires to do 
something, there's no power and no force that can stop Him from 
doing what He wants to do. King Nebuchadnezzar challenged this 
in a powerful way, and God responded with an even more 
incredible display of His power. The fire that killed the guards who 
got too close couldn't consume the men that were thrown into it. 
Through their faith in the God who can, God intervened in His love 
and grace and saved them through His power and presence. 
While the King still didn't fully respond to God as the One and 
Only true God in his life, the experience of seeing the salvation of 
Daniel's friends did lead to a powerful reminder for the king about 
who God truly is: The One and Only God who can!
1. God hasn't continued to physically save the many New 

Testament martyrs like He did Daniel's friends, so why did He 
save these three in this particular situation?

2. What was the one thing that these men had that impacted their 
actions and words and led to God saving their lives?

3. Read Ephesians 2:8. What is the key to God's saving work in 
our lives today?

4. Read Revelation 20:11-15. What is the connection between 
the salvation of Daniel's friends and God's salvation for all 
believers today? Don't miss the miracle still today!

5. Pray for those on your list of people who need to know the 
God who can. This week, pray for the opportunity to share this 
story from Daniel, and connect it to how God saved you!
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